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New law encourages Amer-
icans to honor Viet Nam 
Veterans 
Local Viet Nam veteran 
shares his story the day after 
new law passed by President 
 
By Lori Jayne Carlson 
 One day after President 
Trump signed S. 305, the Vi-
etnam War Veterans Recog-
nition Act of 2017 which en-
courages the display of the 
U.S flag on March 29, Na-
tional Viet Nam War Veter-
ans Day, into law, Viet Nam 
veteran Tom Teeples, shared 
part of this story over a cup 
of morning coffee. 
 “It was an odd time to en-
list,” explained Teeples, who 
enlisted in the U.S. Army 
June, 1968, in the midst of 
the Viet Nam War. Teeples 
explained he came from a 
military family, his dad, Bob, 
serving reconnaissance be-
hind enemy lines in World 
War II. 
 The then 19-year old 
completed his basic training 
at Fort Campbell, KY, Ad-
vance Individual Training at 
Fort Gordan, GA, Airborn 
Training at Fort Benning, GA 
and was stationed at Fort Ri-
ley, KS prior to being sent to 
Germany for Return of Forc-
es (REFORGER). Teeples 
shared he spent two weeks 
maneuvering about the coun-
tryside during the REFORG-
ER exercise, an annual exer-
cise intended to ensure that 
North Atlantic Treaty Organ-
ization had the ability to de-
ploy to West Germany, 
quickly, should the need arise 
during the Cold War. 
 Teeples was deployed to 
Viet Nam in April of ’69. “I 
turned 21 in a rubber tree 
plantation near the Cambodi-
an border,” shared Teeples. 
“I’ll never forget it.” 
 “It was eerie. We had tak-
en some sniper fire that day,” 
he added. 
 “I had never seen a dead 
person, not even at a funeral, 

until I got over there,” ex-
plained Teeples whose start-
ed his Viet Nam tour of duty 
as a Private 1st Class in the A 
company 3rd Battalion of the 
12th Infantry of the U.S. Ar-
my. “The A/3/12th Infantry 
had made contact with D.C. 
They had killed three of four 
Viet Cong, we were coming 
in to help them.” 
 “We had to help load the 
bodies,” Teeples continued. 
“It was a strange feeling for 
me. They were just throwing 
the bodies in there, but I felt I 
had to be more careful. They 
were just bodies. But, I got 
over it. I felt I had to. After a 
while I got used to it,” he 
shared. 
 After two months, Tee-
ples followed in the footsteps 
of his father and volunteered 
to LRRP (Long Range Re-
connaissance Patrol). The job 
of the LRRP was to stay con-
cealed and report enemy 
movement to headquarters. 
 “We ran some missions. It 
got pretty exciting. We got 
real close to the enemy 
once,” he shared. 
 Teeples shared a story of 
the one time it got a bit too 
close. “One mission, we al-
most got put into a bunker 
complex. I was the assistant 
team leader. My team leader, 
John Pike, was a full blooded 
Apache Indian from Arizo-
na.”  
 Even though it wasn’t 
typical Teeples shared they 
did an aerial recon prior to 
being dropped, but this time 
they were flew over the four-
grid area (approximately 
4,000 by 4,000 meters) to 
make notes and get an idea of 
the area they would be 
dropped into the next day. 
 “Those pilots must have 
been bored or something,” 
recalled Teeples. It was quite 
a ride. I didn’t know heli-
coptors could do maneuvers 
like that. They flew straight 
up until the air got cold, then 
would dive straight down and 
fly just above the tops of the 
trees in the jungle. It gave us 
willies.” 

 The team was dropped in-
to the area the next day. “We 
discovered they put us within 
100 yards from a North Viet-
namese Army (NVA) bunker 
complex.” 
 “Everything was fresh,” 
explained Teeples, but thank-
fully, “nobody was home.” 
 They found a trail leading 
away from the complex. Just 
after discovering the trail 
turned around on them leav-
ing them exposed, they could 
hear voices. 
 “The NVA regulars were 
scooting up the trail there,” 
explained Teeples. 
 Teeples shared remember-
ing raising his rifle while his 
team leader sat silent and 
counted 32 NVA coming 
within 20 meters of them.  
 At one point, Teeples 
shared, one soldier lowered a 
piece of plastic he was using 
to cover his face from the 
jungle mist and swears the 
soldier looked him square in 
the eyes.  
 After getting into a more 
concealed position, artillery 
was called in. “We were there 
three nights,” shared Teeples. 
“It was one of the closest 
ones.” 
 During his six months of 
LRRP, Teeples shared they 
were always preparing for the 
next mission.  
 After LRRP Teeples 
served in the A/1/14 Infantry. 
“It was different. I was used 
to stealth, but in the line 
company there was strength 
in numbers. Grunts, they 
called them.” 
 Having served one year in 
Viet Nam, Teeples said he 
thought we would be return-
ing to Fort McCoy, but was 
sent to Germany for one year. 
His total ETS (expiration-
term of service) was three 
years. 
 “I wasn’t exactly expect-
ing the band,” Teeples said 
about returning home from 
Viet Nam, “but I would have 
liked a little warmer recep-
tion than what I got.” 
 Teeples shared that when 
he caught his commercial 
flight from Portland after re-



turning from his tour of duty 
in Viet Nam, a couple of 
young girls who were seated 
behind him on the plane 
called him a “baby killer.” 
 “I didn’t have it as bad as 
some. I wasn’t spit on,” Tee-
ples shared.  
 Teeples said he felt some 
soldiers were more affected 
than others by the lack of re-
spect shown when they re-
turned from Viet Nam. “I 
wasn’t forced into it and be-
ing raised in a military family 
may have helped.  
 Teeples said he didn’t let 
the disrespect he endured af-
ter returning home from Viet 
Nam bother him. “Maybe be-
cause of my upbringing. I 
pretty much blocked it out.” 
 Teeples shared he would 
get emotional when seeing 
how soldiers returning from 
Iraq would be treated as he-
roes and with the respect they 
deserved. “It’s better now,” 
he shared. 
 As far as S. 305, Teeples 
commented, “I feel good 
about it.” 
 For a moment Teeples re-
turned to Viet Nam in his 
mind and shared he remem-
bered seeing little Vietnam-
ese children in bare feet div-
ing into dumps trying to find 
old MREs (ready-to-eat mili-
tary meal portions). 
 “I hope someday in the 
future there will be no more 
wars. It’s complicated. Ain’t 
it?” 
 Teeples is now retired and 
lives with his wife in Black 
River Falls. He is an active 
community member volun-
teering in several different 
local organizations and 
spends his mornings welcom-
ing students and parents at 
Red Creek Elementary 
School to their school days. 
“It’s like a cup of coffee in 
the morning,” commented 
Teeples with a smile.  
 Jackson County Veterans 
Service Officer Randy Bjerke 
commented, “This new law 
encourages Americans to fly 
the flag on March 29th, 
which is otherwise known as 
Viet Nam Veterans Day.  Alt-

hough we never need a rea-
son to fly our flag, just the 
publicity about flying the flag 
on this date will certainly 
remind all Americans of the 
sacrifice of our Veterans, 
specifically in this case, Viet 
Nam Veterans.   Viet Nam 
was an unpopular war.  It is 
appropriate that we do not 
confuse the warrior with the 
war. 
  For veteran’s services in 
Jackson County, contact 
Bjerke at 715.284.0225 or 
Randy.Bjerke@co.jackson.w 
i.us. 
   
  
   
  


