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Phone Scammers Hit Jack-
son County 
 
By Lori Jayne Carlson 
 “They used my name,” 
Judy Jessie explained after 
receiving a call from scam-
mers in her Hixton home. “I 
said, ‘Yeah?’  He sounded 
like a guy I knew years ago. 
Then I hung up.” 
 In a Jan. 30 release from 
the Better Business Bureau 
(BBB), the BBB warns, “If 
the caller asks ‘can you hear 
me?,’ just hang up.” 
 “This is an old scam with 
a new twist,” the report con-
tinues. 
 Apparently the scam used 
to target businesses, getting 
them to pay for office sup-
plies and directory ads the 
businesses never actually or-
dered. The scam now is tar-
geting individuals, like Jes-
sie. 
 The scam coerces callers 
to reply “yes” to a question. 
Once they get the person on 
the phone they are attempting 
to scam to say yes, a record-
ing is made of the conversa-
tion, later editing the record-
ing to make it sound as 
though the person agreed to 
making a purchase.  
 Jessie was wise, though, 
as she explained that she re-
ceived not one but two calls 
from the same phone number 
and several other calls from 
unknown numbers over the 
period of a couple of days. 
Thanks to caller ID, she felt 
something was “fishy” and 
didn’t answer any more of 
the calls. 
 The BBB news release of-
fers advice to protect some-
one from phone scams. 
 Like Jessie, use your call-
er ID to screen calls, and if 
you don’t know who the call-
er is, let the call go to 
voicemail. If it’s legitimate 
and important, the caller will 
leave a voicemail. 
 Just hang up if anyone 
calls and asks if you can hear 

them. Don’t say “yes” to an-
yone on the other end of the 
phone unless you know who 
the caller is. 
 Suspected scamming 
numbers can be reported to 
the BBB at 
bbb.org/scamtracker. Report-
ing numbers to the BBB can 
help warn others of potential 
scammers. The BBB shares 
information from Scam 
Tracker with government and 
law enforcement agencies to 
help track down scammers. 
 And, check your bank and 
credit card statements on a 
regular basis to make sure 
there haven’t been any unau-
thorized charges.  
 The good news for Jessie 
is that the phone scammers 
haven’t followed up with an-
ything bad. She knew enough 
to not take any more of the 
calls, reported the call and 
checked with her bank to 
make sure there hadn’t been 
any unauthorized activity. 
 The BBB reported that 
during the last few days of 
January, more than half of the 
reports to the BBB were the 
“Can you hear me scam?” 
  
   


